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CHINA CONFERENCE

Guan Xinhua and Irene Ang Shanghai

The Shipping China 2005 confer-
ence organised by TradeWinds
and Mare Forum in Shanghai
may well turn out to be a record-
breaker.

The international shipping
community and Chinese dele-
gates turned out in force, leaving
some veterans of the maritime-
conference circuit struggling to
recall when they last saw a gath-
ering like this so well attended.

John Guy of Merlin Corporate

Communications said: “I have
been to nearly all the shipping
conferences in the world and this
may well be the biggest commer-
cial conference.’’

TradeWinds publisher Trond
Lillestolen was elated by the at-
tendance at the pre-conference
reception hosted by shipmanage-
ment company V Ships.

IMC chairman Frederick Tsao
said: “This is the most well-at-
tended reception I’ve attended in
a long, long, time. The last time
was in Hong Kong in the 1970s.’’

Nearly 500 representatives
from the shipping industry regis-
tered for the conference, more
than 50% more than last year’s
inaugural Shipping China con-
ference. 

Lillestolen said: “There is a
good number of participants and
we are seeing shipping players
from all continents.’’

Conference attendees included
Italian shipowners Giuseppe
Bottiglieri and Maurizio d’Ami-
co. Then there was Atle Jebsen,
Per Arneberg and Camilla and

Elisabeth Grieg from Norway and
senior executives including Mo-
hammad Souri of the National
Iranian Tanker Co, Carl-Otto
Dahlberg of Stena, Simon Hill of
Petredec and Jang Ming Gao of
Hebei Ocean Shipping and Sino-
trans’s Wang Chunlin.

The conference had a global at-
mosphere to it, with delegates
coming from countries as wide-
spread as Sudan, Russia, Greece,
Norway, Singapore, the US, In-
donesia, Jordan, South Africa,
Australia and the UK.

Conference attendees repre-
sented many sectors such as
shipowning, chartering, agen-
cies, broking, insurance and
banking, as well as a wide cross-
section of the market including
tankers, bulkers and container-
ships.

The objective of Shipping Chi-
na 2005 is to address the devel-
opment of maritime business in
China and to offer participants
the opportunity to meet with in-
fluential operators from China as
well as abroad.
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